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SUBJECT: QATTARA DEPRESSION PROJECT - NUCLEAR ASPECTS 

1. IT HAS BEEN DECIDED THAT THE USG WILL NOMINATE AN 
EXPERT IN THE PNE FIELD, WHO ALSO HAS EXPERTISE IN CONVEN- 
TIONAL EXCAVATION TECHNIQUES, TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE 
BOARD OF ADVISORS FOR EGYPT'S FEASIBILITY STUDY OF THE 
QATTARA DEPRESSION PROJECT. IN ADDITION, LOW-LEVEL COMPU- 
TATIONAL AND OTHER SUPPORT MAY BE OBTAINED AS NECESSARY 
FROM USG CONTRACTOR LABORATORIES DURING THE COURSE OF THE 
STUDY. US PARTICIPATION SHOULD BE LOW-KEY BUT INTENDED TO 
FULLY APPRISE THE EGYPTIANS OF THE RISKS AND PROBLEMS 
ASSOCIATED WITH PNE EXCAVATION EVENTS, AS WELL AS THE 
ADVANTAGES THEY MAY OFFER, AND THE POSSIBILITIES OF ALTERNA- 
TIVE CONVENTIONAL TECHNIQUES. 
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2. IT HAS ALSO BEEN DECIDED THAT AT AN EARLY DATE FOLLOWING 
CONSULTATION WITH GOE AND FRG, THE IAEA SHOULD BE INFORMED 
OF OUR INVOLVEMENT IN THIS EFFORT AND KEPT ADVISED AS THE 
STUDY PROCEEDS. MORE DIRECT IAEA INVOLVEMENT WILL BE CON- 
SIDERED IF THE IAEA SUGGESTS THAT THIS IS DESIRABLE. 

3. FOR CAIRO: DRAWING ON THE ABOVE GUIDANCE, YOU SHOULD 
INFORM GOE AT HIGH LEVEL THAT USG WILL PROVIDE ASSISTANCE 
DESCRIBED ABOVE. YOU SHOULD STRESS, HOWEVER. THAT: 

- BASED ON OUR STUDIES, IT DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE 
POSSIBLE TO CARRY OUT MAJOR PNE EXCAVATION PROJECTS, 
INCLUDING THE QATTARA PROJECT AS CURRENTLY PROPOSED, 
WITHOUT VIOLATING THE LTBT; AND 

- OUR INVOLVEMENT IN THE FEASIBILITY STUDY DOES NOT 
CARRY ANY COMMITMENT BY THE USG TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
PROJECT ITSELF OR TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH IT IN ANY WAY 
SHOULD THE PROJECT EVER BE UNDERTAKEN. 

4. FOR BONN: DRAWING ON PARAS 1 . 2 AND 3 ABOVE, YOU 
SHOULD INFORM FRG AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF US POSITION ON 
PARTICIPATION IN QATTARA DEPRESSION FEASIBILITY STUDY. 

AS APPROPRIATE, IF IT APPEARS TO BE AN ITEM OF CONCERN, 

YOU SHOULD ASSURE BONN THAT WHILE THE US NOMINEE WILL ALSO 
HAVE CONVENTIONAL EXPERTISE, WE DO NOT INTEND TO COMPETE 
WITH THE FRG'S ROLE IN THE CONVENTIONAL ASPECTS OF THE 
STUDY. KISSINGER 

UNQTE 

INGERSOLL 
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